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Stage Left Theatre presents the online production of the play 

the project(s) 
written by PJ Paparelli and Joshua Jaeger  

November 6 – 26, 2020 

   

Chicago, October 23, 2020 – Stage Left Theatre announces their upcoming online production of The 

Project(s), written by PJ Paparelli and Joshua Jaeger, and directed by Christian Helem in his Stage 

Left debut. Performances of The Project(s) will be live, not pre-recorded*, capturing the excitement and  

interactivity of an onstage show in an online performance. Press opening is Friday, November 6th at 

7:00pmCT via Zoom. The show runs through November 26th.  

 

* The Thursday, November 26th Thanksgiving performance will be a pre-recorded performance. 

 

THE PLAY  

Chicago. Southside. 1963. The Robert Taylor Housing Projects are completed, and black families are given 

hope. Community forms and Taylor is full of music, food, and a self-sustained economy. But as time 

progresses, things change and violence increases, and the women step up to protect their community. 

Suddenly black people have to question: is this our home or just a failing project? Experience the real 

history and stories taken from interviews with residents and historians. The Project(s) gives voice to the 

black residents of Chicago's early housing projects. 

 

Director Christian Helem says, “How often do black people get to tell our story the way we experienced it? 

Rarely. The Project(s) tells this story from the residents’ perspective. Their story, the true story of the 

Chicago Housing Projects, will never make it in a history book. But we, the artists, can rectify that by 

offering our arts as a service to the community.” 

 

Artistic Director James Yost says, “Stage Left Theatre is very excited to present this important and timely 

play as our first virtual production. This play is an excellent piece of Chicago history that deserves to be 

seen and experienced, and SLT is excited to be working with such remarkable talent in bringing this story 
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to the larger community through the use of virtual technology. It is most definitely an interesting time for the 

performing arts. We appreciate our audiences, and the community at large, taking this new, unexplored 

virtual journey with us.” 

 

The Project(s) is dedicated to the residents of Chicago’s public housing. 

 

THE CONVERSATION 

Stage Left Theatre is partnering with the National Public Housing Museum for programmed conversations 

about contemporary social justice topics, with the play, The Project(s) serving a foundation and catalyst. 

Stage Left plans to continue the conversation of community and housing transformation, including what's 

next for black residents of Chicago with post-show conversations following Sunday performances. Stay 

tuned to our website and Facebook page for more details. 

 

TICKETS, DATES & INFORMATION 

The Project(s) runs over four weeks with nine performances (times are all Central Time):  

Friday November 6th at 7:00pmCT 

Saturday November 7th at 7:00pmCT 

Sunday November 8th at 3:00pmCT 

Thursday November 12th at 7:00pmCT 

Friday November 13th at 7:00pmCT 

Saturday November 14th at 7:00pmCT 

Sunday November 15th at 3:00pmCT 

Saturday November 21st  at 7:00pmCT 

Thursday November 26th at 6:00pmCT (Thanksgiving – performance is prerecorded) 

 

Tickets are Pay-What-You-Can (suggested value $20) and are available online through the Stage Left 

website www.stagelefttheatre.com For questions or assistance, email tix@stagelefttheatre.com or call 773-

883-8830. 

 

Media comps, photos, videos and interviews are available by contacting Jim Yost, 704-493-0196, 

press@stagelefttheatre.com. Hi-res photos, this release and archived releases and photos are available at 

https://www.stagelefttheatre.com/press-room .  

 

THE PEOPLE 

PJ Paparelli (Co-Playwright) was Artistic Director of American Theater Company (ATC) from 2007 until 
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2015, when he died from injuries sustained in a car accident at 40, even as The Project(s) was in its world 

premiere run at ATC. PJ received a BFA in Directing from Carnegie Mellon University and pursued 

graduate studies in acting at the Moscow Art Theatre School. He was a member of SDC and was 

represented by Creative Artists Agency in New York. He worked in education/administration at The Public 

Theater, Pittsburgh Public, and Circle Rep, and directed and/or taught Shakespeare at DePaul University, 

The Juilliard School, the Bread Loaf School of English at Middlebury College, North Carolina School of the 

Arts, University of Alaska, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Catholic University, University of 

Pennsylvania, and Johns Hopkins University. He served on the artistic advisory board for the Shakespeare 

Festival of St. Louis. From 1998-2004, he served as the Associate Director of the Shakespeare Theatre 

Company in Washington, DC. From 2004-07, he was the Artistic Director of Perseverance Theatre in 

Juneau, Alaska. In 2002, PJ conceived, co-wrote, and directed columbinus, a documentary-style play 

about modern adolescence through the lens of the Columbine shootings. During PJ's tenure at American 

Theater Company, he developed and produced many world or regional premieres including Dan LeFranc’s 

The Big Meal, Stephen Karam’s The Humans, and Ayad Akhtar’s Disgraced, which received the 2013 

Pulitzer Prize for Drama.  

 

Joshua Jaeger (Co-Playwright) is a storyteller and musician from Louisville, Kentucky. As a producer, 

playwright, and developer of new plays, he has had the pleasure to work at or alongside The Public 

Theater, Steppenwolf, and American Theater Company. Aside from his work in theatre, Joshua is an in-

demand live and recording drummer. He spent seven years as Angel Olsen's bandleader, and was 

featured on her last five studio albums. Most recently, he can be heard on the latest Fleet Foxes release 

Shore. He lives in Brooklyn, NY. 

 

Christian Helem (Director/Co-Projection Design), is happy to be making his Stage Left debut with such an 

important piece. His artistic belief is that if it doesn't scare him a little it isn't worth doing. That is why the 

imaginative, musical and complex theatre calls to him. His directing credits include: the musical 21 Chump 

Street, the most queer version of The Glass Menagerie, and assistant directing for A View From the Bridge 

and Middle Passage. He's an Alum of UIC where he wrote and produced his own play and was seen 

onstage for many projects. He is the Associate Director of the Chicago August Wilson Monologue 

Competition and teaches playwriting at ChiArts H.S. 

 

The ensemble cast features returning guest artists Christopher Wayland (Insurrection: Holding History 

and The Luckiest People) and Shariba Rivers (Insurrection: Holding History and Bad Date) with Jaegan 

Ellison, Risha Tenae, Darren Jones, Renee Locket, Danyelle Monson, and Regina Whitehead-Mays 

making their Stage Left debuts. 
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The staff includes SLT company members Brittany Gillespie (Artistic Producer), Brenda Winstead 

(Costume Design), James Yost (Co-Projection Design) and Drew Martin (Streaming Technology), with 

guest artists Devonte E. Washington (Stage Manager/Sound Design), and Antwon Funches 

(Dramaturg).  

 

NEW MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 

Stage Left fans and supporters can help Stage Left through these challenging times for live performance, 

get access to all our public programming for the 2020-21 Season, and receive invitations to special VIP-

only events, by taking advantage of our new Membership program. Annual Memberships are $100 and 

replace our traditional subscription programs. Memberships can be purchased on our website 

www.stagelefttheatre.com 

 

ABOUT STAGE LEFT 

Founded in 1982, Stage Left Theatre is committed to developing and producing plays that raise the level of 

debate and challenge perspectives on political and social issues. Through a full mainstage season and our 

new play development program Downstage Left, Stage Left strives to ask provocative social and political 

questions by producing a mix of new works, regional premieres and timeless classics.   
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